12/15/13

PressReader - San Francisco Chronicle Late Edition - 15 Dec 2013 - Page #75

Sunday, December 15, 2013 | SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE AND SFGaTEcom | Insight E11

HOW TO REACH US

Editorial Page Editer ._.........._.......JchnDiaz | Lettarsto tha Editor cshould be 200 or fewer

P words and are subject to editing. The Chronicle
o B roral Editon reserves the right to publish and republish your
(Open FOrum) ...............ccooen. Lois Kazakoff TR

include your name, address and telephone

Guldelines for submitting Letters to the Editor > : i
number, We will call to verify authenticity,

and Open Forum:

submission in any form or medium. Letters must

Open Forum submissions should be 550 or
fewer words. Wa will notify you if your pieceis
accepted. The Chronicle reserves the right to
publish and republish your submission in any
farm or medium, For guidelines for submissions,
visit sfgate.comychranicle/submissions.

call (415) 777-7921

To reach The Chronicle by mail:
Letters to the Editor or Open Forum,

San Francisco Chronicle, 201 Mission St.,
San Francisco, Calif, 94103

Online: sfgate.com/chronicle/submissions/#1
forum@sfchronicle.com

Opt in for Laura’s Law

We wish to support the excellent
article by Patricia Fontana-Narell and
others “A plea to opt in to change
treatment of mentally ill," Insight,
| MNow.24).

‘We have seen the intense and dis-
heartening struggles that families go
through when they have a mentally
ill child in an unsupportive commu-
nity. We strongly support AB1421.

Nancy Herrick, Roger Morrison, M.D.,
Richarond

Carbon tax? Yes, please

Reading John Diaz’s excellent piece
(“As global warming escalates, so
does the urgency to change,” Insight,
Dec. 8) has lifted my spirits and made
me very proud of our state’s leader-
ship in this matter.

I can think of no fairer or faster
way for us to address our climate
change reality than by instituting a
carbon tax, Living together in a civi-
lized society, we already pay sales tax
on nearly everything we buy, income
tax on nearly everything we earn and
property tax on our homes.

Our share of earbon tax would
depend only on how much fossil fuel-
based energy we use, thereby prod-
ding all of us into using the clean-
energy technologies we already have
and expanding those technologies,

To the flat-earthers, I would rec-
ommend an excellent TED talk by
Margaret Heffernan on the dangers
of willful blindness. Science has
served us humans well in the past.
Let’s not now give in to greed and
willful blindness. It is high time for
our entire nation to listen to Steven
Chu, Mary Nichols and George
Shultz.

Frederic Larsan / The Chranicle 2005

‘When the 49ers play in Santa
Clara, NFL broadcasts still will
show shots of Lombard Street.

Tagree wholeheartedly with
Carl Nolte and his and select
San Franciscans’ anger at the
49ers moving to Santa Clara
(“Fans — don’t wallow, be an-
gry,” Native Son, Dec. 8).

On NFL broadcasts, are they
going to show the people getting
splashed on the log ride at Great
America? No, they will continue
to show Lombard Street and the
Golden Gate Bridge. It’s a down-
right fraud for the team to keep
the city’s name after this move,
But the fans will continue to
support them after this betrayal,
and the g4g9ers know that, so we
should all really be angry at
ourselves,

Mare Schoenfeld, Oalland Helen Hanna, Sacramento
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Try abipartisan approach

Thank you for John Diaz’s recent article on
global warming,

Diaz correctly notes that the many con-
gressional Republicans opposed to govern-
mental regulation represent a significant
barrier to needed action. However, the pres-
ence of GOP luminary George Shultz on the
Public Policy Institute’s climate panel is a
hopeful sign that climate change need not
remain a partisan issue,

One promising bipartisan approach is
establishing a national carbon fee. By return-
ing 100 percent of fees collected to American
taxpayers, we can encourage investment in a
clean, sustainable energy system while pro-
tecting low-income individuals and families
from any increase in energy prices. Such an
approach is market-friendly, builds upon the
best traditions of American innovation and
should appeal to those on both sides of the
political aisle,

Andrew Beabrs, Bevkeley

Unplug Big Brother’s power

With the death of Nelson Mancdela, the
waorld lost one of the few human beings with
the character and power to stop the Big
Brother governments now afflicting almost |
every nation. I grew to fear my government,
having served for 24 months on a federal |

| eriminal grand jury in the terrible Bush

vears. I hoped Obama would change it. |
But no living politician has the character to I

give back the draconian power we so spine-

lessly gave to Big Brother, and Obama is just |

| Bush III, punishing those who tell us what |

our government is doing. '

Having conducted “electronic reconnais- |
sance” of people in the service using some |
NSA equipment, [ can tell you we have lost
demaocracy itself if we do not take back our
government and stop the police state “in-
telligence” against us.

George Kamburoff, Pleasart Hill

Tech ‘toys’? Just say no

At some point, there might just be a big
backlash against the consumption of tech
toys such as smartphones, Dick Tracy
watches, Google Glass and the like.

It might be like the little kid in the
fable who points out that the emperor's
clothes aren’t made of really anything at
all.

If such a thing were to happen, and
enough men and women never bought
another tech device, and instead looked
at each other and talked face to face, the
eviction surge (“Evictions surge as mar-
ket heats up,” Nov. 5) could be curtailed.

That could come at quite a cost,
though. With fewer software engineers
ahout, there would be fewer precious
little restaurants to serve them. The sav-
ing grace though, is that the cooks, serv-
ers and dishwashers working in the
not-so-precious restaurants remaining,
would actually be able to live with their
families in San Francisco.

Armando Lagunas, Sumnyvale

Magnificent hedge

Tam compelled to respond to John
King’s Cityscape observation on the “hig
rude hedge” at city landmark No. 197
(“Inviting estate, big rude hedge,” Dec. 8).

Tome, and to others like me — garden-
ers and such — that hedge is truly mag-
nificent. I'm guessing it is a vew hedge,
like those in Great Britain that are so
sturdy and thick the gardeners walk on
top of them in order to trim. Whatever it
is, it took years and years to get that big,
and look how dense it is. Without the
hedge, I would never bother to go look at
city landmark No. 197; such mansions
abound in this area. However, I posit that
this mansion now exists in partnership
with its magnificent hedgerow, and Twill
hurry to admire that big, rude, wonder-
ful hedgerow, hopefully before you con-
vinee somebody that it needs to be cut to
the ground. [ know it isn't your “thing,”
but it certainly is mine, and I'll bet that
hedge has other admirers.

Elizabeth Thorsnes, Ef Cerrito
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